WHERE IS YOUR HOME ?

Most of us have a home or a place we call home. It may not be as
grand as others or as well furnished, it may not be as comfortable as
others, but it is home to us and no matter where we visit or where we
travel, we are always pleased to get back to our own home. The other
places we visited may have been more beautiful and better in many ways,
but they were not home to us and our own home was always beckoning.
There is something about home that makes us welcome and makes us
feel that we belong there.

WE ARE ONLY VISITORS HERE

God’s Word tells us that in this world we are only strangers and pilgrims
(1 Peter 2 : 11; Heb 11 : 13). Our homes here, no matter how well built
they are, are only temporary, soon the walls will begin to crack, the
roof will start to leak, the wind will blow through the doors and windows
and not long afterwards the plaster will begin to fall off, and slowly but
surely, the home begins to crumble. No building on this earth lasts for
ever, no, they are only for a season and then they are just ruins and
rubble. Look around you and everywhere you will see signs that prove




to you that nothing in this world lasts long, but that everything passes,
even our homes.

EVERYONE, HOWEVER, HAS A PERMANENT HOME

Each one of us, whether we know it or not, has a permanent, everlast-
ing home. These homes are the ones we go to when our lives on this
earth come to an end, when our bodies are laid in the grave. Our souls
then go to their homes where we will not be strangers, but where we
shall be forever and ever. The one home is described to us as a lake
of fire and sulphur where the beast and false prophet are, and where
the devil will also be sent and all those whose names are not found in
the Book of Life (Rev20:10-15). In these mighty waves of fire, in this
torment and burning heat there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth; the
sneer on the devil’s face, the sickening laughs of the demons will add
to the horror and terribleness of it all. There will be no comforter and
no help; the condemned will be alone in their agony and torment and
will wish that they had listened more carefully to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. These waves of fire, this place of torment, this place called hell,
will be their home because “Everyone has sinned and is far away from
God’s saving presence” (Rom 3:23). This is the home of the adulterers,
the immoral, idolators, those that use witchcraft, those that have hatred in
their hearts, the jealous, the liars, the drunkards, the thief, the deceivers,
the dishonest, the murderers, those who love a fight, the lazy, the proud,
those who desire the things of this world, the fierce and cruel, the greedy
and those who love money and those who love the world and the things
of the world (Gal5:19-21; Rev 21 :8). This is the home of those who
have refused to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour,
who have not yet been purified by the Blood of Jesus. “Do not deceive
yourselves; no one makes a fool of God. A person will reap exactly what
he sows” (Gal 6 : 7). What we sow in sin and in the flesh we will reap
in hell.

Just stop and look how a sinner goes to this home, the home that is
his because he has never yet accepted the Saviour. The hardened sinner
approaches death with his body filled with pain and his soul filled with
fear of death. Death has come at a time not expected and not desired
and looks cruelly at his victim. The pleasures of sin have passed away
and the dreadful and high wages of sin have to be paid (Rom 6 : 23).
The distress of hell took hold of his frightened soul and spirit. Although
he may want to pray, he is unable to get in touch or communicate with
God. His former friends are afraid to stand at his bedside and their empty
words of comfort cannot help him and his riches, which he may have
gained through deceitfulness, cannot save his soul or ease his pain, nor
lengthen his life. Although he tries to think of God, the devil does not



give him any opportunity. Everything he loved in this world and lived for,
seems to mock him and even his false wordly shepherd is unable to
help him. He begins to realise that “it is a terrifying thing to fall into
the hands of the living God” (Heb 10:31). He hoped to get right with
God on his deathbed but finds it is too late. Thousands of people die
suddenly without ever having a chance to find God on their deathbeds.
Therefore we are told to search for God while He can be found (Isa 55 :
6). Instead of hearing the comforting word of God, this dying sinner, who
rejected the grace and love of God in his lifetime, has now to hear the
voice of his Judge, the Saviour whom he rejected, saying: “Away, from
me, you that are under God’s curse! Away to the eternal fire which has
been prepared for the Devil and his angels” (Math 25 : 41). “Everyone
must die once, and after that be judged by God” (Heb 9 :27).

NOW, LET US LOOK AT THE BETTER HOME

In this home there is no night, no lamps and no sun will be needed,
for the Lord will be there (Rev 22 :5). “What no one ever saw or heard,
what no one ever thought could happen, is the very thing God prepared
for those who love Him” (1 Cor2:9). There is no language on earth by
which one can explain or describe the glory of heaven, it is wonderful
and glorious. This is the home of the redeemed. No sinner will ever enter
there and “nothing that is impure will enter the city, nor anyone who does
shameful things or tells lies. Only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of the living” (Rev 21 :27). You cannot buy this home with
money or by working for it. You cannot climb over its walls, no church
ceremony can give it to you, there is only one way and that is through
Jesus. He said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the
Father except by me” (John 14 :6). Jesus tells us in John 14 :2 about the
home He is preparing, but this heavenly home is only for those whose
sins have been forgiven and whose hearts and lives are clean. Many put
on certain clothes in the hope that these will get them to heaven. No, it
is the heart above all the needs purifying, and we must live holy, pure
lives, not following the things of the world.

Seeing then, that we are all sinners in the sight of God and are all head-
ing for hell, there is only one thing to do “if we confess our sins to
God, He will keep His promise and do what is right: He will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all our wrongdoing” (1 John 1 :9).
Jesus said: “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in me
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die” (John 11 : 25,26). “Whoever hears my words and believes in
Him who sent me has eternal life. He will not be judged, but has already
passed from death to life” (John 5 :24). Death holds neither fear nor tor-
ment for the Christian “Death is destroyed; victory is complete! Where



death is your victory? Where death, is your power to hurt? Thanks be
to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor
15: 54-57). A person who has lived and walked with God is not afraid of
death. When the time of his departure arrives he will go gladly, as the
Apostle Paul puts it: “l want very much to leave this life and be with
Christ, which is a far better thing” (Phil 1 :23). A Christian longs to see
the face of Jesus who died for him on the Cross. The Holy Spirit also
reminds him of the words of Jesus: “Do not be worried and upset.
Believe in God and believe also in me. There are many rooms in
my Father’s house. And after | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where
I am” (John 14 :1-4).

Now, let us stop for a while and see how a Christian goes to his home.
Instead of the fearful death, the angel or messenger of God is seen wait-
ing to carry his spirit back to God. Soul and spirit are released from the
mortal body and soar through the open gates of heaven to the arms of
the one who died for him. A happy welcome awaits him in the presence
of God where he is greeted by his Lord and Master with these com-
mendable words: “Well done, you good and faithful servant! Come on in
and share my happiness!” (Math 25 : 21). Satan has no power over him
anymore, for, “Happy are those who from now on die in the service of
the Lord! They will enjoy rest from their hard work, because the results
of their service go with them” (Rev 14 :13). Would you now do as the
prodigal son who was far away from home, saw his miserable life and
his need and said: “l will get up and go to my father” (Luke 15 : 18).
Surrender you life now to Jesus, do it now right where you are; fall on
you knees and confess to God that you are a sinner and ask Him to
purify you in His precious Blood, and accept Him into your life, and in
so doing, turn your back on Satan and on the road which leads to hell
and start on your way to your heavenly home.
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